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2 a TREATISE ON 

Such deliberations have a happy tendency, by exhibiting our 
comparative fituation with that of former ages, to teach us the 
abfurdity of prefuming on prefent perfection, or of fixing a boun- 
dary to any purfuit ; they contribute to obliterate the prejudices 
refulting from eftablifhed cuftom. ; and to open an unbounded 
field of the moil luxuriant foil, gratefully productive to the hand 
of cultivation, and richly rewarding the toil of the labourer. 

For this purpofe, I conceive it will not be uninteresting to take 
fome notice of the infant operation of canals, and of their progrefs 
from Eaftern to Welter n climes ; in which, we Shall find, their 
importance did not efcape the obfervation of fome of the early im- 
provers of fociety. 

From the bell historical accounts it appears, that in the Medi- 
terranean fea navigation originated and flourifhed, that fea being the 
greateft inlet in the known world, and without tides, confequently 
feldom exceflively agitated ; alfo, containing numerous iflands, and 
fhores within fight of each other, it was particularly favourable to 
the young adventurer. Time, with fuch advantages, having im- 
proved the navigator in knowledge, and the furrounding countries 
in cultivation, the mind began to feek, in Streams of artificial di- 
rection, thofe conveniencies it had enjoyed on the watry expanfe 
of nature. 

The firft enterprize of this kind, of which we have any account, 
is related by Herodotus, of the Cnidians, a people of Caria, in 
Afia Minor, who defigned to cut through the ifthmus which joins 
that peninfula to the continent ; but who were So fuperftitious as 
to relinquish the undertaking becaufe of an interdiction by an 
oracle. 



CANAL NAVIGATION. 3 

It was alfo a favourite project with both the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, to cut a canal through the Ifthmus of Corinth ; and open a 
communication between the Archipelago and the Ionian Sea ; to 
accomplish which, Demetrius, Julius Caesar, Caligula, and 
Nero, made numerous, but unfuccefsful, attempts. 

The important junction of the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, 
by a canal through the Ifthmus of Suez, has at various times oc- 
cupied the attention of feveral kings of Egypt j Pharaoh Necho 
attempted a canal from the Nile to the Red Sea, and 120,000 men 
perifhed in the attempt. In this great undertaking, it is alfo faid, 
that, in after ages, Soliman II. Emperor of the Turks, employed 
50,000 men ; and that the work was completed under the caliphate 
of Omar ; but afterwards was fo entirely choked up by the fhift- 
ing fands, and loofe foil, as entirely to obliterate their immenfe 
labours. 

As it has been frequently queflioned in Europe, whether fuch a 
canal was pradicable, in order to open a route to India nearer 
than that by the Cape of Good Hope, I fhall beg leave to quote 
Mr. Volney, who made it a part of his enquiry during a refi- 
dence at Cairo and Suez in 1782 ; and who, having a juft fenfe of 
the fubjeCt, exhibits the impracticability of conftruCting a per- 
manent canal ; — for the following reafons : 

“ Flr fi] Xt is certainly true, that the fpace which feparates the 
two Teas is not more than 18 or 19 ordinary leagues j it is true, 
alfo, that this interval is not interfered by mountains ; and that 
from the tops of the terraces at Suez we cannot difcover with any 
\ r 6 C f^ eS a fm § le °kft ac k on the naked and barren plain to the 
Weft, it is not, therefore, the difference of levels which 
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